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Introduction

The United States/Mexico border has been a politically and demographically fraught
region since its inception. This region has been struggling for years to address the high
number of migrants that pass through the border. This migrant population is primarily
composed of people fleeing Central and South American countries who seek entry into
the United States by way of Mexico. Refugees from other areas of the world, including
sub-Saharan Africa and Eastern Europe, have also found their way to this border
region’. According to the United Nations, “A record number of people worldwide are
fleeing conflict, climate change, political turmoil and economic hardship in their
homelands”3*. This alarming trend is reflected in the increasing number of migrants
crossing the U.S. border annually®. Estimates of migration across the United States
border in 2023 are projected to be just under 2.5 million people34. Border encampments
house migrants while they await approval to formally enter the United States, whether
they are seeking asylum or other means of entering the country. Migrants who are able
to cross the border find shelter where they can, many in detention facilities near the
border overseen by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE2. The immigration
process into the United States is sluggish; many migrants spend significant time residing
in these border camps or detention facilities while awaiting approval for work
authorization and/or citizenship. Due to concurrent tragedies around the world, including
a natural disaster in Central America and political unrest in sub-Saharan Africa and
Eastern Europe, facilities on both sides of the border have seen an influx of migrants
seeking housing and services in the past few months. Camps and detention facilities
surrounding the border are often overcrowded and understaffed, which has led health
conditions among those living in the camps/facilities to deteriorate over time. December
2023 saw the highest number of migrants ever encountered at the United States border
in one day (>12,000)3 and this trend is expected to continue into 2024. This continuous
increase in migrants in the region coincides with the peak season for respiratory illness
in the Northern Hemisphere. The limited disease surveillance being done in the region
indicates spiking caseloads of COVID-19 and Influenza among migrant populations. The
final quarter of 2023 has also seen a pronounced rise in political dissatisfaction with
what has been declared a ‘border crisis’ within the United States, which is expected to
overflow into the beginning of 2024. Tensions in the communities surrounding border
camps and detention facilities are quickly escalating and pose a threat of violence, as
local residents express frustration towards what they perceive as detained migrants
‘receiving services’. Many of these border communities struggle socioeconomically in
comparison to other parts of the country, and they feel left behind by what they perceive
as aid that should be going to their communities instead of being distributed to migrants.
All of these factors have contributed to make early 2024 the most contentious period yet
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experienced at the United States/Mexico border. Leaders from the two countries have
arranged a delegation to be held on February 3, 2024, to address the rapidly
deteriorating situation and develop pathways to identify short-and long-term solutions.

Case Prompt

In communications exchanged in advance of the upcoming delegation meeting, officials
from both the United States and Mexico have discussed the situation presented above
and expressed serious apprehension over the currently unfolding events at the border.
Pre-delegation discussions have revealed three critical concerns which must be
addressed:

1. Develop comprehensive healthcare interventions to address the worsening health
conditions among migrant populations at Mexican border camps and U.S.
detention facilities, focusing on preventing and managing outbreaks of respiratory
infections (COVID-19, Influenza, and tuberculosis), norovirus, and sexually
transmitted diseases (STIs) (syphilis, chlamydia, and HIV). Additionally, prioritize
mental health support services to address serious concerns such as depression,
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and anxiety reported by many migrants.
Allocate resources to address the strain on pharmaceutical supplies and other
healthcare resources resulting from the rapidly increasing number of migrants
passing through the border region.

2. Address growing tensions among U.S. citizens towards incoming migrants, by
developing strategies to mitigate inflammatory political rhetoric leading to anti-
immigrations protests in border communities.

3. Evaluate and propose sustainable interventions to address the rising number of
migrants attempting to cross the border in this region, recognizing the strain it
poses on both countries’ resources, with consideration for the expected
continuation of this trend.

The delegation has agreed to assemble and hear the proposal of an interdisciplinary
team regarding recommendations to be made by both countries to improve conditions
at the border. In particular, the assembly has asked the team to focus on the three
previously selected concerns. The United States has committed a maximum of up to
$25,000,000 to address this situation over the next year, and Mexico has pledged to
commit $10,000,000 (you may presume that both countries will provide similar amounts
to address this ongoing situation in upcoming years if high-quality proposals are
presented).

Your team has been selected as the interdisciplinary team to present to the binational
assembly. Your job is to:
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e research and assess the current border situation (some groundwork has been
provided later in this document)
e create a set of recommendations on ways both countries can contribute to
bettering the current situation that includes or addresses:
o At least three of the five health categories (see pages 9-10)
o One or more recommendations that promotes long-term sustainability (see
Case Considerations)
o A breakdown of budgetary spending
o At least one recommendation that includes outreach or education to local
communities
e present these recommendations as a cohesive presentation to the delegation on
February 3, 2024.

Your recommendations should include specific, actionable goals, an overview of the
associated budget, considerations of limitations and complications that may arise in the
execution of your plans, and all requested deliverables. Judging criteria will be provided
in an additional document. A timeline of your case preparation, requested deliverables,
and important case considerations are provided on the next page of this document.

Timeline

From Friday, January 26, 5:00PM EST until Friday, February 2 at 1:00PM EST, teams
are welcome to contact the Case Competition Planning Team to ask questions or seek
clarifications about the content of the case. Questions will not be accepted after 1:00PM
on Friday, February 2. A contact email for questions will be provided when the case is
released. Through Thursday, February 1, the Case Competition Planning Team will
respond within 12 hours of receipt of your email. Starting Friday, February 2 at 7:00AM
EST responses to team questions will be sent within 3 hours from the time they are
submitted. No questions will be answered if they are received after 1:00PM on February
2. To ensure that teams have similar knowledge about the case, a copy of the response
to any question will be shared with all Team Captains

Deliverables

e A 12-minute presentation (submitted to case competition planning team as a .pdf
or google slides file) explaining your proposed recommendation(s)
e A one-page written summary of your proposed recommendations
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Case Considerations

e This region’s migrants come from a multitude of nations, so there are numerous
languages spoken and diverse cultural and religious practices observed

e The situation at the United States border is unpredictable, making long-term
planning difficult; your proposal should be focused on the short-term and be
framed within a timeline of one year or less, but also include considerations of the
long-term (five year) implications of your proposals

¢ You may assume that all parties attending your presentation speak fluent English

e Your proposal is incomplete without a component to address community
outreach and/or education to ease tensions between migrants and locals, on both
sides of the border

e A thorough understanding of the different organizations involved in managing the
situation at the border will be imperative to creating appropriate
recommendations

¢ Long-term sustainability is critical. Investment in local supply chains, lobbying at a
national level to improve conditions at the border, and building long-term
relationships with local partners are examples of actions that promote long-term
sustainability.

Background

The history of immigration at the United States/Mexico border is long and complex.
Migrants seeking entry into the United States can pursue legal channels, such as
seeking asylum status, or channels outside of the legal process, such as crossing the
border with the help of a guide. Each day, 1,450 asylum seekers are allowed across the
border®. Asylum seekers are a mixture of men, women, and children, with single adults
making up the majority®. Peak immigration tends to occur in summer months, though it
is highly dependent on the global events that lead to people fleeing their home regions
to seek opportunities in the United States®. The number of people seeking entry to the
United States at the Mexico border has shown an increasing trend over the last several
years: in 2021 the United States reported 1.6 million encounters with migrants at the
border®, and in 2022 2.2 million encounters were reported. Common countries of origin
for those seeking entry at the border are Mexico, Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador,
Ecuador, and Venezuela, though there are migrants from numerous countries present at
any given time, depending on current global events®. 2023 saw an increase in refugees
from Eastern Europe and sub-Saharan Africa seeking entry to the United States through
the Mexican border: the number of African migrants encountered at the Mexico border
increased by 336% between 2022 and 2023%. The U.S. Secretary of State, Antony

© 2024 Emory University, Global Health Institute



Blinken, described the activity at the border in December 2023 as “unprecedented
irregular migration in the region®.

CBP Migrant Encounters at the U.S.-Mexico Border, by Country of Origin

| Mexico 60,772 | Mexico 63,431 | | Mexico 65,788
Venezuela 25,361 Venezuela 33,804 Cuba 28,848

. Cuba 19,060 . Cuba 26,178 |
Honduras 16,219 Nicaragua 18,199

| Guatemala 15,681 Guatemala 15,331

| Colombia 13,497

| Nicaragua 11,749 |

Venezuela 22,044
Nicaragua 20,917
| Colombia 17,195

Honduras 14,417 Q Guatemala 14,806

_Colombia 13,807 | Honduras 14,003 -

| Peru 7,782 | _ Other 8,612 | Other 9,509
El Salvador 6,675 Peru 8,231 Peru 2,081
Haiti 6,551 \ El Salvador 6,247 Ecuador 7,011
Other 6,258 \ Ecuador 5,379 | Haiti 6,717
Brazil 5,747 Haiti 5,163 El Salvador 6,042
Ecuador 3,681 1 Russia 2,617 [ | Russia 3,879
Russia 1,645 \ India 2,021 " India 2,044
India 1,597 | . Brazil 1,732 . | Turkey 1,405
Turkey 1,172 | _ Turkey 1,632 >< Brazil 762
China 375 I _ China 399 | . China 431
Romania 215 Romania 278 ===  Romania 151
WOLA

Source: US. Customs and Border Protection https://bit.ly/3LMNYWJ 1

Figure 1. Country of Origin of migrants encountered at U.S. border in 2022

2.21 million

2.05 million

1.66 million

Figure 2. A quantification of the number of migrant encounters at U.S. ports of entry,
fiscal year October to September?’

*Note: the extensive surge of migrant encounters that occurred in Q4 2023 are not reflected in this graph*

Due to the severely limited entry quotas to the United States, the majority people
seeking entry at the border first spend time residing in camps on the Mexican side of the
border'®. The length of stay in these camps can be as short as several days or as long
as several years. Migrants face numerous barriers to finding adequate healthcare in
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these settings and are often only able to access emergency care in these settings*.
Infrastructure is typically limited, and often lacking for the size of the population residing
within the camp'. Communicable diseases including tuberculosis, HIV (Human
Immunodeficiency Virus), and hepatitis, as well as non-communicable diseases
including diabetes, asthma, and hypertension, are prevalent in migrant communities on
both sides of the border'®. Limited health screenings upon arrival into camps or
detention facilities facilitates the spread of infectious diseases?®®. Crime is typically high
within these border camps, as those within the camps are particularly vulnerable to
violence and exploitation. For these reasons, many who eventually make their way
across the border enter the U.S. in poor health, with minimal belongings, and/or trauma
and poor mental health from their prior experiences?. Conditions in United States
facilities are not always better than in the camps on the other side of the border.
Overcrowding is also a major problem in U.S. detention facilities, and the states
bordering Mexico face a particular challenge housing and providing for the large volume
of migrants who make the crossing'®. Facility personnel often struggle just to meet the
basic human needs of facility occupants, rarely having the necessary staff required to
complete all of the legal aspects of immigration within a timely manner*®. For further
details on health in the United States/Mexico border region see the section “Health at
the border region” later in this document.

Immigration has long been a contested political topic within the United States. Though
there is a distinct divide between the country’s two dominant political parties and their
stances on the topic, there also exists a vast spectrum of beliefs within each party?°.
Though the U.S. is a nation founded up immigration, with immigrants accounting for
13.6% of the United States population in 2021, there are undeniable differences
between the country’s historic and modern immigration patterns.?? The states that share
a border with Mexico include California, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas. These four
states differ vastly in population size, GDP, and political affiliation?3. In total, the four
border states have a combined population of over 78 million people, 8 million of which
live in borer counties?®. Texas, the biggest player on the U.S./Mexico border stage, has
become staunchly anti-immigrant in recent years. The state’s complaints include the
cost of providing for migrants, damage to local environments done by the physical act of
immigration, and increased crime in border communities?*. The federal government has
been receptive to some of the state’s concerns and dismissive of others. The governor
of the state began bussing and flying migrants to other states in 2023, a firm display of
his increasingly limited willingness to continue participating in the current immigration
system?*. As the number of incoming migrants continues to increase, states and cities
far from the border are feeling the impacts. The U.S. media has widely covered the
ongoing ‘border crisis’, fueling fear and intense reactions on both sides of the political
aisle323%,

© 2024 Emory University, Global Health Institute



The reception of migrants in local communities varies from community to community,
and from resident to resident. Concerns about migrants range from false, racist
scapegoating to legitimate concerns about rapid population growth in traditionally rural
areas. In 2022, 70% of polled U.S. citizens felt that immigration was ‘good’ for the
country, though the majority polled also view illegal immigration as a key national
security threat??. Border communities are consistently finding themselves overwhelmed
with the volume of people passing through their neighborhoods- some residents
complain of debris left behind and feeling unsafe.3® Even those sympathetic to the
migrants are struggling to adjust to the growing number of migrants passing through the
area daily. Due to the high number of accidents and drownings that occur during
attempted crossings of the nearby Rio Grande, the city of Eagle Pass, Texas, has had to
assign one of their five ambulances to respond to and transport migrants full time,
significantly straining the already limited resources of the small town of 28,000 people33.

Materials for Teams

*Note: these materials are not comprehensive, but are meant to give case teams a starting place for their own further research*

Organizations Involved

CBP: United States Customs and Border Protection (United States)- CBP is the United
States’ first unified border agency. It is responsible for border management and control;
combining customs, immigration, border security, and agricultural protection’.

ICE: United States Immigration and Customs (United States)- ICE was created in 2003
and has more than 20,000 law enforcement and support personnel with an annual
budget of $8 billion. It is devoted to three operational directorates: Homeland Security
Investigations (HSI), Enforcement and Removal Operation (ERO) and Office of Principal
Legal Advisor (OPLA). ICE defines its mission as “protecting America through criminal
investigations and enforcing immigration laws to preserve national security and public
safety”?.

DHS: Department of Homeland Security (United States)- Established in 2002, DHS
unifies 22 federal departments and agencies into one integrated Cabinet agency. DHS
defines its mission as a commitment to Americans following the September 11 attacks

and building a “culture of relentless resilience™.
*The following link provides a short video released by DHS explaining the US immigration system as it relates to Title 8,
border crossings, and deportations: https://www.dhs.gov/medialibrary/assets/videos/42528*

ERO: Enforcement and Removal Operations (United States)- The ERO division of ICE
holds the main responsibility for enforcing immigration laws. ICE coordinates with law
enforcement partners, one example being, using “biometric and biographic
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identification of undocumented individuals who are incarcerated within federal, state,
and local prisons and jails™2.

HSI: Homeland Security Investigations (United States)- While ERO is mostly operating
within the country, HSI operates more along national borders with the goal of combating
transnational crime. HSI investigates border related crimes including “narcotics
smuggling, human trafficking, gang violence, money laundering and other financial
crimes, intellectual property theft, and customs fraud”>.

USCIS: US Citizenship and Immigration Services (United States)- USCIS is the
government agency under DHS that oversees lawful immigration in the US. This
involves green card (permanent residence) and citizenship applications, as well as
refugees and asylum seekers?.

EOIR: Executive Office for Immigration Review (United States)- The department of
justice houses the Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) whose primary
mission is to resolve immigration cases in a fair and expeditious manner. They conduct
immigration court proceedings, appellate reviews, and administrative hearings'.

INM: Instituto Nacional de Migracién/National Institute of Migration (Mexico)- The
Mexican agency responsible for immigration regulation and control, including the
management of international transit areas. It is a key collaborator with the United States
agencies on border issues'?.

PF: Policia Federal/Federal Police (Mexico)- The PF is an agency that has jurisdictional
responsibilities that include immigration enforcement and border security. The PF is
organized with the government under the Secretaria de Gobernacion/Secretary of the
Interior. The PF assists the INM in reviewing documents for immigration, among other
tasks™.

Health in the U.S./Mexico border region

Social determinants of health: Populations living in the four United States border
states are more likely, compared to the rest of the country, to be uninsured and to be
living in poverty?. In Texas border counties individuals face lower education attainment
and higher barriers accessing healthcare?®. Healthcare provider shortages in these
areas are a key limitation to accessing care'®. Language barriers are also a large barrier
to care in border counties across the four border states?8. This region also sees major
insufficiencies in safe housing, potable water, and functioning sewage systems 6.

Communicable disease: Overcrowding and resource limitations have led to many
communicable disease outbreaks at the border. In the United States border states,
border counties have experienced higher rates of COVID-19 infections and deaths since
the beginning of the pandemic compared to non-border counties?®. According to the
United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) the U.S. border
region’s top infectious diseases of concern are tuberculosis, arboviral diseases (Zika,
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chikungunya, and dengue), Rickettsiosis, and enteric diseases (nontyphoidal
Salmonella, Brucellosis, and Listeria Monocytogenes)*°.

Non-communicable disease: Many chronic health conditions can be seen among
people living in the border region. Diabetes, hypertension, and asthma are three of the
most prevalent’®. Limited pharmaceutical supplies means that many with chronic
conditions, such as diabetes or asthma, face frequent difficulties accessing their
medications®. Drug scarcities can exacerbate the severity of these conditions.

Mental health: More adults in Texas report poor mental health than in other border
states’. Many migrants coming to the United States experience difficult journeys getting
here, and some suffer from PTSD as a result. The residual trauma of challenging
journeys to the border also manifests in high rates of anxiety and depression in this
population?®. Compared to local populations in host countries, migrants living in border
camps or detention facilities experience higher rates of suicide ideation and suicide
risk?.

Acute conditions: Border regions experience high rates of injury and accidents,
including unintentional injuries and poisoning 6. Homicide and motor vehicle deaths also
occur at higher rates in border regions, compared to other areas of the United States ®.
Limited access to potable water can lead to chronic dehydration'®. For women who
make the journey across the border while pregnant, prenatal care is extremely limited32.

Definitions

Refugee
In the international sphere, refugee was first defined by United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Article 1 of the 1951 Convention defines a
refugee as someone who "owing to well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of
race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is
outside the country of [their] nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling
to avail [themself] of the protection of that country; or who, not having a nationality and
being outside the country of [their] former habitual residence, is unable or, owing to
such fear, is unwilling to return to it.""4.

Under United States law, a refugee is someone who is outside of the United States, is of
special humanitarian concern to the United States, demonstrates evidence of
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persecution or fear of persecution, is not already a refugee in another country, and is
admissible to the United States®. The process involves receiving a referral to the U.S.
Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP) for consideration. If the consideration and
application process is approved, the applicant gains refugee status and is resettled in
the U.S.

The legal U.S. refugee definition can be seen in section 101(a)(42) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (INA)®.

Migrant
Unlike a refugee, a standardized legal definition for migrant does not exist *°. The
working definition used by Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights is “any person who is outside a State of which they are a citizen or national, or, in
the case of a stateless person, their State of birth or habitual residence”3. The term
migrant does not provide legal protections in the same way that the term refugee does.
A migrant may leave their country of origin for a multitude of reasons: some may overlap
with those of a refugee, but others may differ. The search for new or better economic
opportunities is a frequent cause of migrancy #°. Therefore, a migrant can be a refugee,
but the two terms are not synonymous. Migrants do have some legal protections, and
international law dictates that they be granted legal status in the following scenarios:
they have fallen victim to serious crime or undergone torture, they are in need of
intensive medical treatment, their right to family life is threatened upon return to their
home country, or they are a child who would be harmed by being returned to their home
country 3°,

Asylum
Asylum offers a person the same protection and legal status of a refugee, where the
person is permitted to remain within the United States and is protected from being
deported to the country of origin where they fear persecution or harm. An asylum-
seeker who is granted asylum is called asylee'.

In the United States, the right to asylum is outlined in the U. S immigration law, Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (Article 14), and 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967
Protocol®.

The asylum application process is different than refugee status. In order to seek asylum,
one must arrive at a US port of entry and be a non-US citizen. The eligibility criteria to
apply for asylum includes being inside the United States and being able to demonstrate
a history of persecution or fear of persecution in their country or origin based upon
immutable characteristics (including religion, race, nationality, political affiliation’?®- There
are multiple organizations involved in the different stages of the asylum-seeking
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process, each with its own unique challenges and timelines. Application process: The
process typically begins with filing Form I-580 (Application for Asylum and for
Withholding of Removal) within 1 year of arrival to the United States®.

The asylum process generally includes the following steps: arriving in the United States,
applying for asylum, fingerprinting and background/security checks, receiving an
interview notice, completing the interview, waiting on the asylum officer’s decision, and
finally, receiving the decision?’. It is important to note that the completion of all of these
steps can take years due to administrative backlogs. Moreover, policies change with
each leadership transition of the federal, state, and local governments, causing
increased inefficiency and a stagnancy in application processing.

For more detailed information, browsing the official USCIS instructions is recommended
through the following link: https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-
asylum/asylum/the-affirmative-asylum-process

Types of Asylum
Affirmative Asylum: For a person who is not in removal proceedings and applied
through the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), a division of the
Department of Homeland Security“.

Defensive Asylum: For a person who is in removal proceedings and applied

defensively with an immigration judge at the Executive Office for Immigration Review
(EOIR) in the Department of Justice™®.

© 2024 Emory University, Global Health Institute


https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/the-affirmative-asylum-process
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/the-affirmative-asylum-process

Q‘,‘f',"',‘,'l‘ Asylum in the United Statzs Entering at a Port of Entry

IR e s ASVELEL N 0PNt BEAm B B Dated 1w ot o Seerg ST LSS SN sy SRR S LU0 € paran e i 4 el Aot N o pEveCDE
Ot of v ER WD ATy FETDeTAG © § PETAN 300 W O PEs Gman ” SSuEiat iar peeest BeTaates S aplom f purts f ety Setew 4 1 Customs gt
Bt Sttetnn 05 sfoms M Bone chats s UL dfuit it fo pvheadt ety et soer what B B o sbviust ahe o it il B B Ueind Shee. whnt
190 Pt #%e and e vivedian Tue Dew it Be 200 50 S et ARt ittt S wrema bem e Seted Mot teiet @ Seue s e omem
Tat chat proviien & grem mvevere ¥ P et nbesiudt Seeen tay v

1 = §33 . | [ T L

O

- -
Porves Smt 4 ot w4 stherens dnroemac ? ot adruaty b b TTWTES fo 30w et (B M whn adwde (3P i dhows niiviesl s oSt
= hewn gl suorngton b et e KL st ooy, OF s 2 s ™ WO ERT ar Y At " "
S22 BT T B b e AR P A R AN Ty b ¥ abiiben -
eyl 9l weng 1 g pdyy

0

B I e L L
grma o e F et S O e ety

'
.
LA e Pt r ST 0 Py e ) OO0 b
FTatien L e T T Ve laen 0 SLethE M N AT

-

.
: |

Aoy weber 1 W bt x Setton w parcied o B fay ® et 2t i v
G St gy SN Tnei Pe e Nk 1 D § AT L 4 ‘

Pervon ks allowed to remain in the US.

e Feiins St b

Figure 3. Flowchart of asylum process, entering the United States at a Port of Entry'”

© 2024 Emory University, Global Health Institute



£\
Claiming Asylum in the United States: Entering Between Ports of Entry

eturning to their country and
apprehended, which can im
This chart provides

BOX KEY: W o W uscs W Federal Courts B Immigration Courts Additional ICE Invebvement

Individual is apprehended between Ports of Entry (PoEs)

v

C‘J Bovernment has three main options (‘) {

v
he: individual in CBP officer refiers individual to the LS. Attarney's
d they can be Dffice for criminal charges for attempted illegal entry

seting an immigration judge \IK @ (J?
] ivi en interviewed by CBF:
: y

Rsylum seeker is placed in detention until they recenve a credible fear
interview to debermine if they have an arguable case for asylum

far imm:
el

ndlividual is imprisoned (2 - @

ention or paraled until their hearing before
who makes the determination on their asylum claim

Removal Person is allowed to remain in the U.S.

Sources: Congressional Ressarch Service 1,2

Figure 4. Flowchart of asylum process, entering the United States between Ports of
Entry®”

References

1. Isacson, A. (2022, November 23). Migration, country by country, at the U.S.-
Mexico border. WOLA. https://www.wola.org/2022/11/migration-country-by-
country-at-the-u-s-mexico-border/

2. ICE | U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. (n.d.). Retrieved January 1,
2024, from https://www.ice.gov/

3. Wong, S., Nicholas, P., & Alba, M. (2023, December 21). House Speaker Mike
Johnson calls on Biden to take executive actions on the border. NBC News.
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/house-speaker-mike-johnson-calls-
biden-take-executive-actions-border-rcna130805

4. Home | Homeland Security. (n.d.). Retrieved January 1, 2024, from
https://www.dhs.gov/

5. Asylum | USCIS. (n.d.). Retrieved January 1, 2024, from
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum

© 2024 Emory University, Global Health Institute


https://www.wola.org/2022/11/migration-country-by-country-at-the-u-s-mexico-border/
https://www.wola.org/2022/11/migration-country-by-country-at-the-u-s-mexico-border/
https://www.ice.gov/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/house-speaker-mike-johnson-calls-biden-take-executive-actions-border-rcna130805
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/house-speaker-mike-johnson-calls-biden-take-executive-actions-border-rcna130805
https://www.dhs.gov/
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum

6. Gramlich, J., & Scheller, A. (n.d.). What’s happening at the U.S.-Mexico border in
7 charts. Pew Research Center. Retrieved January 1, 2024, from
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2021/11/09/whats-happening-at-the-u-
s-mexico-border-in-7-charts/

7. U.S. Customs and Border Protection | U.S. Customs and Border Protection.
(2020, October 28). https://www.cbp.gov/

8. Home | USCIS. (n.d.). Retrieved January 1, 2024, from https://www.uscis.gov/

9. Seeking Protection: How the U.S. Asylum Process Works | Council on Foreign
Relations. (n.d.). Retrieved January 1, 2024, from
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/seeking-protection-how-us-asylum-process-
works#chapter-title-0-11

10. What is asylum? -. (n.d.). UNHCR USA. Retrieved January 1, 2024, from
https://help.unhcr.org/usa/applying-for-asylum/what-is-
asylum/https%3A%2F%2Fhelp.unhcr.org%2Fusa%2Fapplying-for-
asylum%2Fwhat-is-asylum%2F

11. Executive Office for Immigration Review | About the Office. (n.d.). Retrieved
January 1, 2024, from https://www.justice.gov/eoir/about-office

12.Mexico’s Other Border: Security, Migration, and the Humanitarian Crisis at the
Line with Central America. (n.d.). Retrieved January 1, 2024, from
https://www.wola.org/files/mxgt/report/

13.Gonzalez, V. (2023, September 22). As migrants overwhelm a Texas border city,
others wait in Mexico for appointments to enter the US | AP News.
https://apnews.com/article/immigration-texas-california-border-asylum-seekers-
314698bfb5644be8f8f6085ebe9b9b98

14.The 1951 Refugee Convention. (n.d.). UNHCR US. Retrieved January 1, 2024,
from https://www.unhcr.org/us/about-unhcr/who-we-are/1951-refugee-convention

15.Nawaz, A., & Khan, S. (2023, May 25). Inside the border encampments where
migrants await their chance to enter U.S. PBS NewsHour.
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/inside-the-border-encampments-where-
migrants-await-their-chance-to-enter-u-s

16.Rural Border Health Overview—Rural Health Information Hub. (n.d.). Retrieved
January 1, 2024, from https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/border-health

17.Claiming Asylum in the United States: A Primer | Bipartisan Policy Center. (2018,
October 10). https://bipartisanpolicy.org/blog/claiming-asylum-in-the-united-
states-a-primer/

18. Ainsley, J., & Martinez, D. (2023, December 21). Migrants are being released on
U.S. streets at the border as shelters see record numbers. NBC News.
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/immigration/migrants-released-us-streets-
record-border-crossings-shelters-overflow-rcna130781

19.Flores, P. A., Rosa. (2023, December 27). US officials describe ‘productive’
meeting with Mexico as Biden feels pressure over migrant crisis | CNN Politics.

© 2024 Emory University, Global Health Institute


https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2021/11/09/whats-happening-at-the-u-s-mexico-border-in-7-charts/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2021/11/09/whats-happening-at-the-u-s-mexico-border-in-7-charts/
https://www.cbp.gov/
https://www.uscis.gov/
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/seeking-protection-how-us-asylum-process-works#chapter-title-0-11
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/seeking-protection-how-us-asylum-process-works#chapter-title-0-11
https://help.unhcr.org/usa/applying-for-asylum/what-is-asylum/https%3A%2F%2Fhelp.unhcr.org%2Fusa%2Fapplying-for-asylum%2Fwhat-is-asylum%2F
https://help.unhcr.org/usa/applying-for-asylum/what-is-asylum/https%3A%2F%2Fhelp.unhcr.org%2Fusa%2Fapplying-for-asylum%2Fwhat-is-asylum%2F
https://help.unhcr.org/usa/applying-for-asylum/what-is-asylum/https%3A%2F%2Fhelp.unhcr.org%2Fusa%2Fapplying-for-asylum%2Fwhat-is-asylum%2F
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/about-office
https://www.wola.org/files/mxgt/report/
https://apnews.com/article/immigration-texas-california-border-asylum-seekers-314698bfb5644be8f8f6085ebe9b9b98
https://apnews.com/article/immigration-texas-california-border-asylum-seekers-314698bfb5644be8f8f6085ebe9b9b98
https://www.unhcr.org/us/about-unhcr/who-we-are/1951-refugee-convention
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/inside-the-border-encampments-where-migrants-await-their-chance-to-enter-u-s
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/inside-the-border-encampments-where-migrants-await-their-chance-to-enter-u-s
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/border-health
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/blog/claiming-asylum-in-the-united-states-a-primer/
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/blog/claiming-asylum-in-the-united-states-a-primer/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/immigration/migrants-released-us-streets-record-border-crossings-shelters-overflow-rcna130781
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/immigration/migrants-released-us-streets-record-border-crossings-shelters-overflow-rcna130781

CNN. https://www.cnhn.com/2023/12/27/politics/blinken-mayorkas-mexico-border-
crossing-biden/index.html

20.Borders, Immigrants & Health. (n.d.). Health Affairs.
https://www.healthaffairs.org/border-health-and-immigrant-
health#:~:text=A%20public%20health%20crisis%20is,health%20and%20physical
%20health%20needs

21.Detention Management | ICE. (n.d.). Retrieved January 2, 2024, from
https://www.ice.gov/detain/detention-management

22.The U.S. Immigration Debate. (n.d.). Council on Foreign Relations. Retrieved
January 2, 2024, from https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-immigration-debate-0

23.Bureau, U. C. (n.d.). State Population by Characteristics: 2020-2023. Census.Gov.
Retrieved January 2, 2024, from https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/time-
series/demo/popest/2020s-state-detail.html

24.Newman, A., & Rubinstein, D. (2023, December 26). New York’s Migrant Crisis:
600 Days of Chaos, Fury, and Mistakes—The New York Times.
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/26/nyregion/migrant-crisis-mayor-eric-
adams.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare

25.Gramlich, J. (n.d.). How Americans see illegal immigration, the border wall and
political compromise. Pew Research Center. Retrieved January 2, 2024, from
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2019/01/16/how-americans-see-illegal-
immigration-the-border-wall-and-political-compromise/

26.How to seek asylum in the U.S. | USAGov. (n.d.). Retrieved January 2, 2024, from
https://www.usa.gov/asylum

27.The Affirmative Asylum Process | USCIS. (2023, September 13).
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/the-affirmative-
asylum-process

28.Pillai, D., & Published, S. A. (2022, November 21). Health and Health Care in the
U.S.-Mexico Border Region. KFF. https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-
policy/issue-brief/health-and-health-care-in-the-u-s-mexico-border-region/

29.Cogo, E., Murray, M., Villanueva, G., Hamel, C., Garner, P., Senior, S. L., &
Henschke, N. (2022). Suicide rates and suicidal behavior in displaced people: A
systematic review. PLoS ONE, 17(3), e0263797.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0263797

30.Infectious Disease Prioritization for Multijurisdictional Engagement at the United
States Southern Border Region | BIDS | US Mexico Health | CDC. (2021,
November 1). https://www.cdc.gov/usmexicohealth/bids/infectious-disease-
prioritization.html

31.Demirjian, K. (2024, January 4). A Skeptic of the G.O.P.’s Hard Immigration Line
Becomes Its Champion. The New York Times.
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/03/us/politics/tony-gonzales-immigration-
republicans.html

© 2024 Emory University, Global Health Institute


https://www.cnn.com/2023/12/27/politics/blinken-mayorkas-mexico-border-crossing-biden/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/12/27/politics/blinken-mayorkas-mexico-border-crossing-biden/index.html
https://www.healthaffairs.org/border-health-and-immigrant-health#:~:text=A%20public%20health%20crisis%20is,health%20and%20physical%20health%20needs
https://www.healthaffairs.org/border-health-and-immigrant-health#:~:text=A%20public%20health%20crisis%20is,health%20and%20physical%20health%20needs
https://www.healthaffairs.org/border-health-and-immigrant-health#:~:text=A%20public%20health%20crisis%20is,health%20and%20physical%20health%20needs
https://www.ice.gov/detain/detention-management
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-immigration-debate-0
https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/time-series/demo/popest/2020s-state-detail.html
https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/time-series/demo/popest/2020s-state-detail.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/26/nyregion/migrant-crisis-mayor-eric-adams.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/26/nyregion/migrant-crisis-mayor-eric-adams.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2019/01/16/how-americans-see-illegal-immigration-the-border-wall-and-political-compromise/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2019/01/16/how-americans-see-illegal-immigration-the-border-wall-and-political-compromise/
https://www.usa.gov/asylum
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/the-affirmative-asylum-process
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/the-affirmative-asylum-process
https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/issue-brief/health-and-health-care-in-the-u-s-mexico-border-region/
https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/issue-brief/health-and-health-care-in-the-u-s-mexico-border-region/
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0263797
https://www.cdc.gov/usmexicohealth/bids/infectious-disease-prioritization.html
https://www.cdc.gov/usmexicohealth/bids/infectious-disease-prioritization.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/03/us/politics/tony-gonzales-immigration-republicans.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/03/us/politics/tony-gonzales-immigration-republicans.html

32.Rubinstein, D. (2024, January 4). New York City Sues Bus Companies That
Brought 30,000 Migrants From Texas. The New York Times.
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/04/nyregion/nyc-migrants-texas-bus-
lawsuit.html

33.Sandoval, E. (2024, January 4). Ambulance Workers in Texas Are Reeling Under
the Border Surge. The New York Times.
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/04/us/border-eagle-pass-ambulance-
workers.html

34.Shear, M. D., & Jordan, M. (2024, January 4). Biden Faces Pressure on
Immigration, and Not Just From Republicans. The New York Times.
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/04/us/politics/biden-immigration-republicans-
democrats.html

35.Jordan, M. (2024, January 5). African Migration to the U.S. Soars as Europe
Cracks Down. The New York Times.
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/05/us/africa-migrants-us-border.html

36.Gandhi, D. (2022, September 22). Opinion | The GOP’s myth of an “open
border.” NBC News. https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/desantis-abbott-
using-open-border-myth-to-justify-moving-migrants-rcna48844

37.Leonhardt, D. (2024, January 10). An Immigration Shift. The New York Times.
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/10/briefing/immigration-policy-democrats.html

38.Migrants in US may need medical care. It’s not that easy to find | AP News. (n.d.).
Retrieved January 16, 2024, from https://apnews.com/article/immigration-
migrants-border-health-care-us-mexico-79353b08f07933f66961a7f07cf3e397

39. Migrants and Refugees. (n.d.). OHCHR. Retrieved January 25, 2024, from
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Migration/GlobalComp

actMigration/MigrantsAndRefugees.pdf

40. Migrants, asylum seekers, refugees and immigrants: What’s the difference? |
International Rescue Committee (IRC). (2022, July 13).
https://www.rescue.org/article/migrants-asylum-seekers-refugees-and-
immigrants-whats-difference

© 2024 Emory University, Global Health Institute


https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/04/nyregion/nyc-migrants-texas-bus-lawsuit.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/04/nyregion/nyc-migrants-texas-bus-lawsuit.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/04/us/border-eagle-pass-ambulance-workers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/04/us/border-eagle-pass-ambulance-workers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/04/us/politics/biden-immigration-republicans-democrats.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/04/us/politics/biden-immigration-republicans-democrats.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/05/us/africa-migrants-us-border.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/desantis-abbott-using-open-border-myth-to-justify-moving-migrants-rcna48844
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/desantis-abbott-using-open-border-myth-to-justify-moving-migrants-rcna48844
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/10/briefing/immigration-policy-democrats.html
https://apnews.com/article/immigration-migrants-border-health-care-us-mexico-79353b08f07933f66961a7f07cf3e397
https://apnews.com/article/immigration-migrants-border-health-care-us-mexico-79353b08f07933f66961a7f07cf3e397
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Migration/GlobalCompactMigration/MigrantsAndRefugees.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Migration/GlobalCompactMigration/MigrantsAndRefugees.pdf
https://www.rescue.org/article/migrants-asylum-seekers-refugees-and-immigrants-whats-difference
https://www.rescue.org/article/migrants-asylum-seekers-refugees-and-immigrants-whats-difference

